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Happy Spring, Friends! 

I had the pleasure and the privilege of presenting a 
workshop with fellow board member, Tina Lewis at 
the MidAmerica Regional Assembly last week, and 
on the plane ride from Michigan to Minnesota, the 
flight attendants took such joy and fun in their regular 
routine of “put the oxygen mask on yourself before 
assisting others” routine.  It was hilarious and made 
many of the cranky and scared passengers have fun!   

Two things struck me:  take joy friends! Sometimes I 
get so caught up in the routine and minutia of things, 
I forget to look at what we are building together.  We 
are doing the good work of connecting humans to 
one another and to our UU faith. 

And two:  help yourself before helping others.  Take 
time to be sure things are good with your soul before 
you help those around you.  Find ways to do these 
two things this week, this month, this summer! 

You can have fun and take care of yourself by joining 
us at UUAMP’s Professional Day on June 22!  We 
will have the wonderful Peter Bowden here to help 
us engage our social media skills and build a better 
communication system.  Then we’ll do some self-
care in the afternoon, share resources and see 
what’s been happening with our exciting Certification 
Program!  The rest of GA will also be packed with 
loads of information at our Booth Chats:  Hospitality, 
Social Media, Path to Membership 
and Leadership Development! 

I hope we will get to see you in 

June!  In the meantime, laugh and 

take care of yourself! 

In faith, 

Corie Jason, UUAMP President, 

UUAMP Professional Day 

Wednesday, June 22, 2016 
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 

Join us once again for our  
annual professional  day at 
General Assembly.  Peter  
Bowden, social media expert 
and media consultant will be 
our keynote speaker.  Peter is 
known nationally within the 
Unitarian Universalist Associa-
tion of Congregations for his 
work and is a popular keynote 
speaker and workshop leader who is passionate about 
social media, small groups, and collaborative ministry.   

Keynote highlights: 

 Social Media Storytelling, Relationship and    
Membership Growth 

 Developing Social Media Plans, a Small Group 
Exercise 

 Keeping Members Engaged and Coming Back 
 

Our day will begin with breakfast and the opportunity 
to network with colleagues from across the country.  
We’ll share the highs and lows of our positions by  
discussing best practices and biggest challenges.  
We’ll share more about UUAMP’s Certification process 
and engage in some much-needed self-care.   

More information & registration at uuamp.org.  
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UUAMP Certification Program Update 

UUAMP is developing an innovative Certification Program to further support our 
growing field and provide professional training.  The program will present a variety 
of modules, called competencies, to meet your learning needs and goals.  Each unit 
is designed to be completed in  10 - 15 hours.  The program is available to 
membership professionals and lead volunteers.  

Our field testers are underway! This round will include the first four Core 
Competencies, all of which will be required in our program. The next round will start 
in the fall and will include the other six “choice” competencies, with people choosing 

which ones they want to complete. The information the field testers will give us as they move through the 
program will be invaluable to the Committee so we can make sure our program follows our goals of being 
Attainable, Applicable and Accessible.  

If you are interested in being a field tester, please contact Marie Blohowiak at marie@fvuuf.org. You will 
be able to choose which of the following competencies you would like to complete: 

Administration & Volunteer Management 

Engagement:  Small group ministry, program development, retention 

Integration & Leadership:  Leadership development, governance culture, strategic planning 

Pastoral Care:  Expectations of minister, volunteer pastoral care team, mental health  

Communications and Social Media:  Congregational communication vehicles, social media 

Stewardship:  Responsibility to care for congregation 

 

We DO Make a Difference! 

Sometimes when I attend UU gatherings out in the 
wider world, like MidAmerica and GA, the 
overwhelming emphasis on social justice work and 
changing the world touches me in two ways. My first 
reaction is always one of inspiration and pride. Our 
faith in action is at the heart of Unitarian 
Universalism and it is one of the core components 
that drew me, and I suspect many others, to 
becoming UU. 

On the other hand, at times, I sit quietly listening to 
the speakers who often talk about our work out in the 
world beyond our congregational walls and I feel a 
little bad. I start to question the value of my work in 
membership. My contributions can feel so insular 
and I begin questioning my role in making a 
difference in the world.  “Am I doing enough? Am I 
being a ‘good UU?’” I know, I know, it may sound a 
little melodramatic and slightly irrational, but I am 
curious if others doing the work of membership ever 
feel the same way.  

So, I have been pondering this and for those who 
might feel the same way at times.  This is my 
response and shout out to all the amazing people 

who share their time, talents, and heart in serving 
the ministry of membership: 

Keep up the good work! We do make a difference! 
WE nurture the foundation that carries our values 
forward. As tenders of the nest, we can feel really, 
really good about the care and support we provide to 
our people within our walls. By helping them make 
connections to people and experiences at home, in 
our community, we help fuel their hearts and minds 
into action beyond our walls. And through all our 
efforts in nurturing this home base, if we show up at 
a rally or two in the process, all the better!  

-Tina Lewis, Membership Director 
Unity Temple  

Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation,  

Oak Park, Illinois 
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Welcome New &Renewing Members! 
 
Alanna Kathryn Berger, UUCL 
Connie Spearing, Unitarian Universalists of San Mateo 
Kristin Elizabeth Famula, UUFNN 
Laura M. Cerier, First Universalist Society in Franklin 
Pamela T. Richards, Buckman Bridge Unitarian Universalist Church 
Amanda Conger, Unitarian Univeralist Congregation of the Quad Cities 
Jacquelyn A. Shanti, UU Society of Greater Springfield 
Abigael Coramine Crecca, Quimper Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
 

Connect with UUAMP at GA! 
 June 22—26, Columbus, OH 

We have a number of great activities planned through GA to engage and inspire your membership work: 

Tuesday, June 21:   UUAMP networking dinner, 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, June 22:   Professional Day with Peter Bowden, 8:00 – 4:00 pm 

Thursday - Sunday:  Stop by the UUAMP booth for resources and connection 

Thursday, June 23:   Booth Chat - Welcome to GA, 10:00 am 

Thursday, June 23:   Program - The Spiritual Practice of Welcoming All, 1:15 p.m. 

Friday, June 24:   Booth Chat - Social Media & Communications, 10:00 am 

   Booth Chat - Roundtable discussions, 11:00 am 

   Regional Gatherings, 6:00 pm 

Saturday, June 25:   Booth Chat - Welcoming & Hospitality, 10:00 am 

Volunteer to help make this the 

best GA ever!  Contact   
khayden@neighborhooduu.org 


