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On Being Present 

“Why is patience so important?  
Because it makes us pay attention.”  

Paulo Coelho 

It’s actually March!  In Michigan, it doesn’t quite feel 
like it yet.  But I hear spring weather is on it’s way.  
So, I’m waiting.  I’m also waiting to visit my son in 
Bosnia, move to a new church location, see some of 
you at Regional Assembly and at General Assembly, 
and on and on and on.  How do we stay present with 
so much on the horizon?  So much on our to-do 
lists? 

We are often the face of Sunday, the model maker 
for our congregants.  So, practice being present.  
Look at one another in the eyes, pay attention to the 
feeling in the sanctuary as we sing, worship, pray.  
These small moments make up so much of what life 
is, that we can’t let them pass us by as we are 
waiting or anticipating the next thing on our to-do list. 

Take a moment this Sunday, this month, to pay 
attention to someone or something that you may 
have let pass you by if you weren’t present to the 
opportunity.  Connect and be fed by being present.  
Whether or not we are waiting, spring will be upon 
us, I will get to see my son, our church will move 
and I will see you at RA and GA (I hope)!   

Stay present, stay fed.   
Keep your light shining.   
 

In faith, 

Corie Jason, UUAMP President, 
wahlcori@gmail.com 

UUAMP Professional Day 

Wednesday, June 22, 2016 
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 

Join us once again for our  
annual professional  day at 
General Assembly.  Peter  
Bowden, social media expert 
and media consultant will be 
our keynote speaker.  Peter is 
known nationally within the 
Unitarian Universalist Associa-
tion of Congregations for his 
work and is a popular keynote 
speaker and workshop leader who is passionate about 
social media, small groups, and collaborative ministry.   

Keynote highlights: 

 Social Media Storytelling, Relationship and    
Membership Growth 

 Developing Social Media Plans, a Small Group 
Exercise 

 Keeping Members Engaged and Coming Back 
 

Our day will begin with breakfast and the opportunity 
to network with colleagues from across the country.  
We’ll share the highs and lows of our positions by  
discussing best practices and biggest challenges.  
We’ll share more about UUAMP’s Certification process 
and engage in some much-needed self-care.   

More information & registration at uuamp.org.  
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UUAMP Certification Program Update 

Book Discussions & Connections Chats 

 

March 16th, 2 pm EST:  Leadership Development Connec-
tion Chat 
April 28th, 2:00 pm EST: Questions for the Religious Jour-
ney: Finding Your Own Path  
by George Kimmich Beach  

Sign up at www.uuamp.org  

UUAMP is developing an innovative Certification Program to further support our 
growing field and provide professional training.  The program will present a variety 
of modules, called competencies, to meet your learning needs and goals.  Each unit 
is designed to be completed in  10 - 15 hours.  The program is available to 
membership professionals and lead volunteers.   

Our field testers are underway! This round will include the first four Core 
Competencies, all of which will be required in our program. The next round will start 
in the fall and will include the other six “choice” competencies, with people choosing 

which ones they want to complete. The information the field testers will give us as they move through the 
program will be invaluable to the Committee so we can make sure our program follows our goals of being 
Attainable, Applicable and Accessible.  

Looking for assistance: 

·         People to help develop the Stewardship Competency 

·         One person to be on the Certification Committee 

·         People to talk about developing resources around the topic of Retention  

Voices from the Field 

Our field testers are going deep with the first four competencies. This is an first competency excerpt 
from Carol Oates, Membership Coordinator from the Unitarian Church in Charleston: 

“The ministry of membership really is built on the idea of welcoming, and in our way of faith, radical 
hospitality. I think the freedom of our faith is, perhaps its most precious aspect, and also its most diffi-
cult. The ambiguity that comes with a free faith really is more than some people really want. The minis-
try of membership, then becomes to nurture people through that uncomfortable ambiguity, where there 
are more questions than answers and no creed to commit to. We welcome people for exactly who they 
are and encourage their own spiritual growth, as they see it, not to mold them into some set of beliefs 
that the church has established. Helping people to both understand and embrace this sense of reli-
gious freedom is the first big challenge in welcoming them.” 
 
Reading this inspires me in my work, and I look forward to taking the time to go through the Certifica-
tion program myself to see how these competencies will impact me. We’ll have another round of field 
testers in the fall, so if you would like to put your name on the list to assist, contact Marie Blohowiak at 
marie@fvuuf.org  

Have a book  

recommendation? Let 

us know! 
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Welcome New &Renewing Members! 
 

Rev. Sherman Logan, First Unitarian Universalist Church of Richmond VA  
Nina Buss, First UU Society of Burlington 
Jennie Gemignani, Greater Nashville UU Congregation 
Kathleen Heckler, Unitarian Universalist Church of Fort Myers 
Erin Alix, Old Ship Church, Hingham, MA 
Daniel Livengood, First Unitarian Church of St. Louis 
 
  

Get Involved! 

Want to connect with colleagues, get involved, and earn some extra 
UU karma points?  Sign up to volunteer at the UUAMP booth during 
GA!  Contact Kim Hayden, khayden@neighborhooduu.org for more 
info.   

Connect with UUAMP at GA! 
 June 22—26, Columbus, OH 

 

 

Congratulations to UUAMP member Shari Woodbury, Connections Coordinator at 
the Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington, Indiana on her upcoming      
ordination!  

We have a number of great activities planned through GA to engage and inspire your membership work: 

Tuesday, June 21:   UUAMP networking dinner, 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, June 22:   Professional Day with Peter Bowden, 8:00 – 4:00 pm 

Thursday - Sunday:  Stop by the UUAMP booth for resources and connection 

Thursday, June 23:   Booth Chat - Welcome to GA, 10:00 am 

Thursday, June 23:   Program - The Spiritual Practice of Welcoming All, 1:15 p.m. 

Friday, June 24:   Booth Chat - Social Media & Communications, 10:00 am 

   Booth Chat - Roundtable discussions, 11:00 am 

   Regional Gatherings, 6:00 pm 

Saturday, June 25:   Booth Chat - Welcoming & Hospitality, 10:00 am 


